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Methodology 

•   Interviews conducted March 25-30, 2008.  

•   600 likely general election voters. 

•   The margin of error for the poll is +/- 4.0 percentage points.  

•   Telephone numbers were generated from a random digit dial 
(RDD) sample. 

•   Questions marked with an * are asked of half the sample. 

•   Darker colors indicate intensity. 
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Key Findings: Political Environment 

•   The data looks very good for equality.   

•   There is significant pushback against the traditional, conservative movement 
that will help put these issues into perspective.  A plurality worry more about 
the right wing taking over politics in the state than they do about gay and 
lesbian groups and their agenda. They do not see anti-discrimination laws as 
special rights, just the same rights all Montanans should have. 

•   Montanans make careful decisions on how far they are willing to go in this 
equality dialogue.  They strongly favor implementing employment protections 
so that gays and lesbians cannot be discriminated against in the workplace.  
They are willing to consider legally recognizing gay relationships in some 
manner, but do not favor marriage rights . 
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Key Findings: Support for Legal Protections 
and Other Policies 

•   Voters support changing Montana human rights law to protect people from 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.  Strong supporters include women, 
Democrats, and younger voters.  

•   Conventional wisdom tells us that Montanans are libertarians – willing to let people live 
as they wish and to keep the government out of people’s private lives.  This is indeed 
true in this data.  However, Montanan’s anchor their movement toward equality and 
acceptance not on a libertarian view, but rather on a view that discrimination is wrong, 
period. 

•   Montanans support many proposed laws aimed at ending discrimination.  Ending hate 
crimes tops the list, but voters also support extending the equal protections laws to 
cover housing, employment, and benefits for gay, lesbian, and transgender Montanans.  
Domestic partnerships also earn majority support.   



5 

Key Findings: Core Values 

•   There are certain core values that resonate strongly with Montana voters.  These values 
are paramount to Montanans: 

–   All Montanans should be free of discrimination and harassment – to Montanans, this is 
not just a policy issue, it is a core principle. 

–   No one should be discriminated against in their workplace solely because they are gay 
or lesbian. 
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Among Montanans, protection from harassment is not just a policy issue, it is a core 
value.  Almost every voter believes no one should be subjected to harassment solely 
because they are gay or lesbian.  In some cases it helps to give voters permission to 

hold contradictory views, but there is little disagreement on any of these issues. 

Question: I am going to read you a series of statements.  After each one I read, please tell 
me if you agree or disagree with that statement.  
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The second tier includes some libertarian views – not getting involved in someone 
else’s personal relationship and government not deciding what two adults can do.  
Nonetheless, anti-discrimination principles dominate the top tier and should be our 

focus.   

Question: I am going to read you a series of statements.  After each one I read, please tell 
me if you agree or disagree with that statement.  
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Voters in Montana favor changing their human rights law to include sexual 
orientation.  Almost as many voters strongly favor changing the law as 

oppose the law in total.   

Question: Do you favor or oppose changing the state’s human rights law to include sexual 
orientation so that gays and lesbians are protected from discrimination in the same way that 
women and minorities are protected?  
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Women, especially young women, are solidly supportive of changing the 
human rights laws.  A majority of younger men are as well, while older men 
are solidly opposed.  Independents lean in the same direction as Democrats 

on this issue, but with less intensity and reach. 

Fav.-Opp. 
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Strong supporters include Democrats, young voters, women, and 
the Bozeman and Missoula regions.  Republicans, older men, 

and voters in the Flathead are most opposed. 

Most likely to FAVOR Anti-
Discrimination Laws:  

•   Democrats – 76% 
•   Under 30 – 72% 
•   Know 6 or more gay or lesbian 

people – 70% 
•   College women – 68% 
•   Independent women – 66% 
•   Women under 55 – 64% 
•   Unmarried – 63% 
•   Bozeman – 63% 
•   Missoula – 63% 
•   Women – 62% 
•   College graduates – 61% 

Most like to OPPOSE Anti-
Discrimination Laws:  

•   Republicans – 60% 
•   Men 55 & older – 58% 
•   Flathead – 52% 
•   Age 40-64 – 48% 
•   Men – 47% 
•   Independent men – 46% 
•   Know 0-5 gay or lesbian people 

– 46% 
•   Rural east – 46% 
•   H.S. or less education – 45% 
•   Married – 44% 
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Montanans’ core beliefs solidly include protecting gays and lesbians from 
discrimination – more than half believe protection from discrimination extends the 

same rights to gays that other people have.  However, they are less sure about legally 
recognizing relationships. 

Question: In your opinion, are civil rights laws [for gays and lesbians that give their 
relationships legal recognition/protect gays and lesbians from discrimination] an attempt to 
give lesbians and gays the same rights as other people, or are they an attempt to give them 
special rights?  
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Women overwhelmingly believe that protection from discrimination is a right 
for everyone – and not a special right.  Men are more split on whether these 
types of protections are really granting special rights to one group of people. 

Question: In your opinion, are civil rights laws [for gays and lesbians that give their 
relationships legal recognition/protect gays and lesbians from discrimination] an attempt to 
give lesbians and gays the same rights as other people, or are they an attempt to give them 
special rights?  



13 

Montanans support many proposed laws aimed at ending discrimination.  Ending hate crimes 
tops the list, but voters also support extending the equal protections laws to cover housing, 

employment, and benefits for gay, lesbian, and transgender Montanans.  Domestic partnerships 
also earn majority support.  There is little difference when we include “transgender” in our 

language. 

Question: Here are some proposals the Montana state legislature may debate in the coming 
session.  For each one please tell me if you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose, or strongly oppose that proposal.  
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Voters believe housing discrimination is wrong and favor anti-
discrimination laws when it comes to housing.  Seven in ten favor these 

laws as they apply to gay and lesbian Montanans.  

Question: Now for something different.  I am going to read you a list of several groups of 
people.  For each group please tell me whether you favor or oppose anti-discrimination laws 
that make it illegal to deny housing or refuse to rent to a person with that background.  

63% favored anti-discrimination laws consistently, while 
only 11% opposed them consistently. 
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Voters believe both the state and their communities accept gay 
and lesbian Montanans – but they are notably likely to believe 

their community is more accepting. 

Question: How accepting of gays and lesbians do you think [your community/Montana] is?  
Would you say it is very accepting, somewhat accepting, a little accepting, or not accepting 
at all?  
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There is a gap between the community and state for every region of  the state.  
Eastern Montanans (with the exception of Billings) are more likely to see their 
community as more accepting than the state.  Western Montanans tend to see 

both as accepting. 

Question: How accepting of gays and lesbians do you think [your community/Montana] is?  
Would you say it is very accepting, somewhat accepting, a little accepting, or not accepting 
at all?  
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Voters think that accepting gay and lesbian Montanans is a good thing, while 
they think NOT accepting them is a bad thing.  There is no backlash – as far 
as the public is concerned – with their state or community becoming more 

accepting of gays and lesbians. 

Question: And, in your mind, is that a good thing, or a bad thing?  
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The strong majority of voters believes gay and lesbian couples ought to be able to 
join domestic registries and have certain benefits and responsibilities under the 

law.   

Question: Do you favor or oppose allowing gay and lesbian couples in committed 
relationships to enter into legally recognized domestic registries that extend certain benefits 
and responsibilities to them, including property rights and health care benefits.  
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Women are more supportive of domestic registries.  When the dialogue focuses on 
“benefits,” men split their support with younger men favoring and older men opposing.  

Additionally, younger voters are better on the issue across gender. 

Question: Do you favor or oppose allowing gay and lesbian couples in committed 
relationships to enter into legally recognized domestic registries that extend certain benefits 
and responsibilities to them, including property rights and health care benefits.  

Fav.-Opp. 
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Montanans do not support marriage for gay and lesbian couples.  However, nearly 
two-thirds do support some level of legally recognizing these relationships, while 

only one in three believe in no legal recognition. 

Question: Which of these statements do you most agree 
with when it comes to the issue of gay and lesbian couples:  

Gill Action Fund, National 
Survey, 1,000 LV, Feb. 2008 
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Opposition to legal recognition is largely driven by Republicans.  While they may 
make up the plurality of the state’s voters , even half of Republicans support some 

legal recognition.  In this case, independents act  more like Democrats and 
support some form of legal recognition. 

Question: Which of these statements do you most agree with when it comes to the issue of 
gay and lesbian couples:  
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Strong supporters of legal recognition include Democrats, college educated voters, 
independent women, and voters in Missoula, Billings, Helena, and Butte.   The mirror 

image tends to opposed legal recognition including Republicans, those in the Flathead 
and Rural East, and blue collar folks. 

Most likely to FAVOR 
Recognition:  

•   Democrats – 82% 
•   College women – 78% 
•   Know 6 or more gay or lesbian 

people – 76% 
•   Independent women – 75% 
•   College graduates – 73% 
•   Missoula – 73% 
•   Independents under 55 – 71% 
•   Billings – 71% 
•   Helena/Butte – 70% 

Most like to OPPOSE 
Recognition:  

•   Republicans – 49% 
•   Flathead – 48% 
•   Know no gay or lesbian people – 

46% 
•   Men 55 & older – 45% 
•   Rural East – 42% 
•   H.S. or less education – 40% 
•   Non-college men – 40% 
•   Independent men – 37% 
•   Age 55 & older– 36% 
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Almost half of Montanans would find it acceptable if gay and lesbian couples 
received legal recognition.  Another quarter would not necessarily like it, but 

could deal with it.  Only a quarter would not like it and would find it 
unacceptable.   

Question: Generally speaking, if gay and lesbian couples were given some type of legal 
recognition in Montana that would allow them to share health care benefits and grant them 
some of the legal benefits that married couples enjoy, what would best describe your opinion:  
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Half of women believe it would be acceptable to recognize these relationships 
while men divide between accepting legal relationships and accepting them but 

not liking it.   Younger voters are more likely than older voters to find legal 
recognition acceptable. 

Question: Generally speaking, if gay and lesbian couples were given some type of legal 
recognition in Montana that would allow them to share health care benefits and grant them 
some of the legal benefits that married couples enjoy, what would best describe your opinion:  

Under 55      55 & older 
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Republicans have an 8-point party identification advantage in the 
sample, and fully one quarter of the sample identify themselves 

as independents. 

Question: Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an 
independent, or something else? 

-8 
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Men and younger voters in the sample are more decidedly 
Republican than either women or older voters.  Women are 

evenly split between the parties. 

Question: Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an 
independent, or something else? 
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The “religious political agenda” has lost its strength even among Republicans, who split 
between concern over the right wing agenda or the gay and lesbian agenda.  Younger 
voters are especially concerned with the religious/conservative agenda.  There is an 

opportunity to engage voters in this environment.  
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A solid majority of voters believe Governor Schweitzer is doing a 
good job as governor.  State legislators of both parties, however, 

have net-negative job ratings. 

Question:  Please tell me how you would rate the job performance of each of the following. 
Would you say excellent, good, only fair, or poor?  

Exc/Good- Fair/Poor 

+25 

-13 

-23 


