
A re%ort ():

The Polic) Institute
and the

Montana 8u9an Rights Networ>

Wealth, Ta*es
and the

Minimum Wage

No, Really. . .
What Would 0esus Do3



!oo o$%e'( )rogress-.e )eo)/e 01o are a3%-.e -' %1e )o/-%-3a/ are'a s14 a0a4 $rom us-'g argume'%s %1a%
re$ere'3e 71r-s%-a' s%or-es a'8 me%a)1ors9   !1e Po/-34 ;'s%-%u%e a'8 %1e Mo'%a'a =uma' >-g1%s Ne%0or@
0a'%e8 %o assure %1a% 0e 'o% /ose s-g1% o$ %1e mora/ argume'%s $or e'8-'g )o.er%49  !1e Aues%-o'( BW1a%
0ou/8 Desus 8oEF -s 'o% o'/4 a measure o$ )erso'a/ res)o's-b-/-%49  ;% -s a 3a// %o a3%-o' $or so3-a/ Hus%-3e a'8
e3o'om-3 1uma' r-g1%s9

Some $oo8 $or %1oug1%999

BDesus sa-8 %o 1-m( J;$ 4ou 0a'% %o be )er$e3%( go( se// 01a% 4ou 1a.e( a'8 g-.e %o %1e
)oor( a'8 4ou 0-// 1a.e %reasure -' 1ea.e'K a'8 3ome( $o//o0 me9LF

!Mathew, Chapter 19

BDesus sa-8 %o 1-s 8-s3-)/es( JMos% 3er%a-'/4 ; sa4 %o 4ou( a r-31 ma' 0-// e'%er -'%o %1e
M-'g8om o$ =ea.e' 0-%1 8-$$-3u/%49 Nga-' ; %e// 4ou( -% -s eas-er $or a 3ame/ %o go %1roug1
a 'ee8/eLs e4e( %1a' $or a r-31 ma' %o e'%er -'%o %1e M-'g8om o$ Oo89LF

!Mathew, Chapter 19

BPu% 01e' 4ou ma@e a $eas%( as@ %1e )oor( %1e ma-me8( %1e /ame( or %1e b/-'8K a'8 4ou
0-// be b/esse8( be3ause %1e4 8o'L% 1a.e %1e resour3es %o re)a4 4ou9 For 4ou 0-// be
re)a-8 -' %1e resurre3%-o' o$ %1e r-g1%eous9F !Luke, Chapter 14

B7ome( b/esse8 o$ m4 Fa%1er( -'1er-% %1e M-'g8om )re)are8 $or 4ou $rom %1e $ou'8a%-o'
o$ %1e 0or/8K $or ; 0as 1u'gr4( a'8 4ou ga.e me $oo8 %o ea%K ; 0as %1-rs%4( a'8 4ou ga.e
me 8r-'@K ; 0as a s%ra'ger( a'8 4ou %oo@ me -'K 'a@e8( a'8 4ou 3/o%1e8 meK ; 0as s-3@(
a'8 4ou .-s-%e8 meK ; 0as -' )r-so'( a'8 4ou 3ame %o me9F !Mathew, Chapter 25

B!1e S)-r-% o$ %1e Ror8 -s u)o' me( be3ause 1e 1as a'o-'%e8 me %o )rea31 goo8 'e0s %o
%1e )oor9 =e 1as se'% me %o )ro3/a-m re/ease %o %1e 3a)%-.es a'8 re3o.er-'g o$ s-g1% %o %1e
b/-'8( %o se% a% /-ber%4 %1ose 01o are o))resse8( %o )ro3/a-m %1e a33e)%ab/e 4ear o$ %1e
Ror89F SLuke, Chapter 4

BN'8 Ta331aeLus s%oo8 a'8 sa-8 %o %1e Ror8( JPe1o/8( Ror8( %1e 1a/$ o$ m4 goo8s ; g-.e
%o %1e )oorK a'8 -$ ; 1a.e 8e$rau8e8 a'4 o'e o$ a'4%1-'g( ; res%ore -% $our$o/89L N'8 Desus
sa-8 %o 1-m( J!o8a4 sa/.a%-o' 1as 3ome %o %1-s 1ouseU9LF SLuke, Chapter 19

NOTE ON THE TITLE OF THIS REPORT



3

No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

INTRODUCTION

!1e Orea% We)ress-o' broug1% s-g'-$-3a'% )o/-%-3a/ 31a'ge %o Nmer-3a9  !1e /a-sseX $a-re e3o'om-3s o$ %1e
O-/8e8 Nge a'8 >oar-'g !0e'%-es e'8e8 0-%1 a resou'8-'g 3ras1 -' 1Z2Z9 Fra'@/-' We/a'o >oose.e/%
-m)/eme'%e8 a' aggress-.e )ub/-3 -'%er.e'%-o' -'%o %1e so-3a//e8 B$ree mar@e%F 01-31 /a4 -' ru-' o' %1e
ro3@4 s1oa/s o$ gree8 a'8 3or)ora%e m-s3o'8u3% a'8 /e$% m-//-o's o$ )eo)/e u'em)/o4e8( 8es%-%u%e a'8
1ome/ess9  >oose.e/%Ls Ne0 Wea/ 0as bu-/% o' a $u'8ame'%a/ be/-e$ %1a% go.er'me'% mus% -'%er.e'e9  !1-s
0as %1e e'.-ro'me'% -' 01-31 Nmer-3a sa0 %1e $-rs% a8o)%-o' o$ a Fe8era/ m-'-mum 0age9

N'o%1er s-g'-$-3a'% 31a'ge 3ame as a resu/% o$ Wor/8 War ;;9  Peo)/e rea/-Xe8 %1a% .-r%ua//4 e.er4%1-'g
=-%/er 8-8 -' NaX- Oerma'4 0as )er$e3%/4 /ega/ u'8er Oerma' /a09  !1e 0or/8 3ommu'-%4 3ame %oge%1er
u'8er %1e aus)-3es o$ %1e ]'-%e8 Na%-o's %o 3rea%e a /ega/ $rame0or@ %1a% 0ou/8 )ro%e3% a// )eo)/esL 1uma'
r-g1%s regar8/ess o$ %1e )o/-%-3a/ reg-me %1e4 /-.e8 u'8er9 !1e ]9S9( re)rese'%e8 b4 E/ea'or >oose.e/%( 0as
a maHor )ro)o'e'% o$ %1e 'ee8 $or 3/ear -'%er'a%-o'a/ s%a'8ar8s o$ bas-3 1uma' r-g1%s9  !1e resu/% o$ %1a%
e$$or% -s %1e Universal Declaration of Human Rights9

!1e Declaration ar%-3u/a%es $-.e 3a%egor-es o$ r-g1%s_ )o/-%-3a/( 3-.-/( e3o'om-3( 3u/%ura/ a'8 so3-a/9 ;% 1as
$a-/e8 %o gar'er su$$-3-e'% -'%er'a%-o'a/ su))or% %o be3ome a %rea%4( be3ause %1ere 1as bee' a s)/-% be%0ee'
3a)-%a/-s% 3ou'%r-es( 01-31 $a.ore8 3-.-/ a'8 )o/-%-3a/ r-g1%s( a'8 3ommu'-s% 3ou'%r-es 01-31 $a.or e3o'om-3(
so3-a/ a'8 3u/%ura/ r-g1%s9  !o so/.e %1e )rob/em( %0o se)ara%e 3o.e'a'%s 0ere 3rea%e89 !1e ]'-%e8 S%a%es
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1-g1er -'3ome gro0%1 %1a' o%1er grou)s9

!1e 3o''e3%-o' be%0ee' %1e 8-s%r-bu%-o' o$ 0ea/%1 a'8 )ub/-3 )o/-34 8ur-'g %1-s )er-o8 -s 3/ear9  !1ere 0ere
regu/ar -'3reases -' %1e m-'-mum 0age a'8 grea%er -'.es%me'% -' %1e )ub/-3 )rograms be'e$-%-'g bo%1 %1e
)oor a'8 %1e m-88/e 3/ass9 Pub/-3 )rograms /-@e %1e O; P-// a'8 1ome mor%gage -'sura'3e 1e/)e8 bu-/8 %1e
m-88/e 3/ass b4 ma@-'g e8u3a%-o' a'8 1omeo0'ers1-) broa8/4 a.a-/ab/e9  ;' %1e )r-.a%e se3%or( %1e /abor
mo.eme'% 0as s%ro'g( se3ur-'g %1e be'e$-%s o$ a' ea)a'8-'g e3o'om4 $or -%s members9

Pe%0ee' %1e m-8-1Z`es a'8 1ZZg( %1a% %re'8 re.erse89  !1e %o) 2el o$ Nmer-3a's 3o'%-'ue8 ga-'-'g
0ea/%1 bu% %1e bo%%om 4el sa0 s%ag'a%-o' a'8 8e3/-'e94 Wur-'g %1-s %-me BSu))/4 S-8eF e3o'om-3s broug1%
a /ess )rogress-.e %aa s%ru3%ure( /ess regu/a%-o'( a'8 more em)1as-s o' $-g1%-'g -'$/a%-o' %1a' o' broa8/4
8-s%r-bu%-'g e3o'om-3 be'e$-%s9  N% %1e same %-me( %ra8e )o/-34( 8e3/-'-'g ma'u$a3%ur-'g Hobs( a'8 %1e
0ea@e'-'g o$ %1e /abor mo.eme'% 3o'%r-bu%e8 %o %1e re/a%-.e $/a%-/-'-'g o$ -'3ome $or 0or@-'g )eo)/e9

    bF-gure 2c

W-%1 %1e ea3e)%-o' o$ %1e %e31'o/og4 bubb/e -' %1e s%o3@ mar@e% 8ur-'g %1e /a%e 1ZZes a'8 a b/-) 8ur-'g %1e
7/-'%o' N8m-'-s%ra%-o'( %1e %re'8 1as rema-'e8 %1e same a'8 -'%e's-$-e8 u'8er %1e 3urre'% a8m-'-s%ra%-o'9
Wur-'g %1e Oeorge W9 Pus1 N8m-'-s%ra%-o'( e3o'om-3 gro0%1 1as bee' re/a%-.e/4 s%ro'g9  =o0e.er( %1e
rea/ 3om)e'sa%-o' o$ a// bu% %1e %o) 2el 1as bee' $/a% or $a//-'g9

No'e o$ %1-s %re'8 -s a33-8e'%a/9  Ro'g-%erm )o/-3-es %o )ro.-8e )ro%e3%-o' aga-'s% 0ea/%1 3o'3e'%ra%-o' a'8
%o assure a m-'-mum /e.e/ o$ su))or% $or a// )eo)/e 1a.e bee' u'8er a%%a3@9  !1e m-'-mum 0age( )rogress-.e
%aaa%-o'( So3-a/ Se3ur-%4( Me8-3a-8( a'8 o%1er e3o'om-3 re$orms $-'8-'g %1e-r roo%s -' >oose.e/%Ls Ne0
Wea/ 1a.e bee' 31a//e'ge8 a'8 8-sma'%/e8 0-%1 .ar4-'g 8egrees o$ su33ess9



f

No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

=urr-3a'e Ma%r-'a $or3e8 %1e -ssues o$ ra3e a'8 3/ass ba3@ o'%o %1e 'a%-o'a/ age'8aU$or a 0ee@ or %0o
a'40a49  Fo//o0-'g %1e 3a%as%ro)1e( Pres-8e'% Pus1 a8m-%%e8( B!1ereLsUsome 8ee)( )ers-s%e'% )o.er%4 -'
%1-s reg-o'(F bu% 1e 1as s)o@e' /-%%/e o$ -% s-'3e9   W1e' Pus1Ls )ress Se3re%ar4( !o'4 S'o0( 0as as@e8 -$
Pus1 0as go-'g %o a88ress )o.er%4 01e' 1e s)o@e %o %1e NNN7P -' Du/4 2eei( S'o0 sa-8 %1e Pres-8e'%
0ou/8 $o3us o' o))or%u'-%-es a.a-/ab/e %o e.er4o'e9 =e Au-))e8( BN$%er a//( %1e goa/ -s )ros)er-%49F

Wur-'g %1e Pus1 N8m-'-s%ra%-o' %1e 'umber o$ )eo)/e /-.-'g -' )o.er%4 b/ess %1a' j2e(eee )er 4ear $or a
$am-/4 o$ $ourc 1as -'3rease8 ea31 4ear( r-s-'g $rom 319i m-//-o' -' 2eee %o 3` m-//-o' -' 2ee49  !1e 'umber
o$ 31-/8re' /-.-'g -' )o.er%4 31a'ge8 /-%%/e be%0ee' 2ee3 a'8 2ee4( 1o.er-'g a% 1`9fl9g   !1e 1-g1 'umber
o$ 31-/8re' -' )o.er%4 a'8 %1e-r re/a%-.e /a3@ o$ a33ess %o e8u3a%-o' -'3reases %1e /-@e/-1oo8 %1a% %1e4 0-//
rema-' -' )o.er%4 as a8u/%s9

;' 2ee4( Mo'%a'a ra'@e8 ge%1 amo'g s%a%es -' a.erage a''ua/ )a49  1492l o$ )eo)/e /-.e -' )o.er%4( ra'@-'g
11%1 amo'g s%a%es9  1Z92l o$ 31-/8re' /-.e be/o0 %1e )o.er%4 /-'e9  1`9Zl 1a.e 'o 1ea/%1 -'sura'3e9  Ns -'
o%1er areas o$ %1e 3ou'%r4( )o.er%4 3orre/a%es 0-%1 ra3e9  !1e 3ou'%-es 0-%1 %1e 1-g1es% )o.er%4 ra%es( some
as 1-g1 as 3el( are a/so 3ou'%-es 0-%1 %1e 1-g1es% )er3e'%ages o$ Na%-.e Nmer-3a's9  Po.er%4 -s a/so more
)re.a/e'% -' urba' areas 01ere %1e 3os% o$ 1ous-'g -s 1-g1er9 i

!1e a.a/a'31e o$ mo'e4 -'%o %1e )o3@e%s o$ %1e 0ea/%1-es% Nmer-3a's a'8 %1e 3o'3urre'% 8-sma'%/-'g o$ a
m-'-ma/ so3-a/ sa$e%4 'e% $or %1e )oor -s o'/4 )ar% o$ %1e s%or49   !1e o%1er )ar% o$ %1e s%or4 -s %1e -m)a3% o$
0ea/%1 3o'3e'%ra%-o' o' %1e m-88/e 3/ass9  !1e -'3reas-'g 8e$-3-%( as %aaes are 3u% $or %1e 0ea/%14( )/a3es
more a'8 more 8eb% o' $u%ure m-88/e-3/ass %aa)a4ers9  N% %1e same %-me( more o'-go-'g re.e'ue -s reAu-re8
%o )a4 -'%eres% o' %1e 8eb% a'8 /ess -s a.a-/ab/e $or ser.-3es b/-@e 1-g1er e8u3a%-o'c9  Wes)-%e %1ese $a3%s( %1e
Pus1 N8m-'-s%ra%-o' -s )ress-'g o' 0-%1 a' -8eo/og-3a//4 8r-.e' age'8a o$ $ur%1er %aa 3u%s( 8eregu/a%-o'(
a'8 s)e'8-'g 3u%s %o 8omes%-3 )rogramsUa// o$ %1-s 01-/e eae3u%-'g a 0ar -' ;raA9

MEANWHILE BACK AT THE POOR FARM
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No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

A Values Statement

Ns me'%-o'e8 )re.-ous/4( more a'8 more 0ea/%1 1as bee' 3o'3e'%ra%-'g -' %1e 1a'8s o$ %1e .er4 0ea/%1-es%
Nmer-3a's9  !1-s o33urs $or ma'4 reaso's bu% )r-mar4 amo'g %1em -s %1roug1 31a'ges -' %1e %aa 3o8e9  !1e
%1rus% o$ re3e'% 31a'ges -' %1e %aa 3o8e a% bo%1 %1e s%a%e a'8 $e8era/ /e.e/ 1as bee' %o )ro%e3% %1e 1o/8-'gs o$
%1e 0ea/%1-es% Nmer-3a's 01-/e s1-$%-'g %1e res)o's-b-/-%4 $or )a4-'g %aaes %o $u'8 )ub/-3 ser.-3es %o %1e
m-88/e 3/ass9

;' %1e area o$ -'3ome %aaes( %1e s1-$% 1as bee' %o %aa 0age ear'ers more %1a' -'.es%ors9 !1e %o) %aa ra%e o'
0ages -s 3gl9  !1e %o) %aa ra%e o' 3a)-%a/ ga-'s b-'.es%me'% -'3omec -s /ess %1a' 1a/$ %1a% amou'% a% 1gl9
N33or8-'g %o ;>S( -' 2eee mos% Nmer-3a' 1ouse1o/8s 8er-.e8 `el o$ %1e-r -'3ome $rom 0or@ a'8 abou%
1el $rom 3a)-%a/ ga-'s9  !1e 1-g1er a 1ouse1o/8Ls -'3ome( %1e more /-@e/4 %1e sour3e o$ %1a% -'3ome -s
3a)-%a/ ga-'s o' -'.es%me'%s9

bF-gure 3c

No%e_  ;'3ome $-gures abo.e 8o 'o% %o%a/
1eel be3ause some sour3es o$ -'3ome(
su31 as re'% a'8 ro4a/%-es( are 'o% -'3/u8e89

Tax Shift in Montana

;' Mo'%a'a( %1e %ra's$er o$ %aa bur8e' $rom %1e 0ea/%14 %o %1e m-88/e 3/ass -s %1e same( %1oug1 -% o33urs -'
a more 3om)/ea ma''er9  !1roug1 %1e >e)ub/-3a' a8m-'-s%ra%-o's -' %1e 1ZZes( su33ess-.e %aa 3u%s 0ere
g-.e' -' a 'umber o$ areas9  N% %1e same %-me( s%a%e ea)e'8-%ures o' )ub/-3 e8u3a%-o' 0ere 3u%9  N$%er
ma@-'g 3u%s a% %1e /o3a/ /e.e/( s31oo/s 0ere $or3e8 %o ma@e u) %1e /oss o$ $u'8-'g b4 go-'g %o .o%ers -' 0-%1
-'3rease8 m-/s bsee F-gures 4 a'8 g o' 'ea% )agec9  P4 a'8 /arge( Mo'%a'a .o%ers 1a.e su))or%e8 %1e-r /o3a/
s31oo/sL )/eas $or mo'e49  O.er %1e /as% 1e 4ears( a))roa-ma%e/4 Zgl o$ a// .o%e8 /e.-es 1a.e )asse89

TAG POLICC
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No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

!"#"$%!&''()"%**%!+#)$%(,%-$.$)#/%,&.0%1&0-$"!

234556

784596

724:;6 724376
774776

7<4:26
754:96

7:4;36
7=4;;6

7=49<6
7:4576

734756
7;48<6

?@A

?BA

?CA

BDA

BEA

B@A

BBA

BCA

FDA

FEA

F@A

GH
IJJI

GH
IJJE

GH
IJJK

GH
IJJ@

GH
IJJ?

GH
IJJB

GH
IJJF

GH
IJJC

GH
IJJJ

GH
EDDD

GH
EDDI

GH
EDDE

GH
EDDK

/(>#/%!&''()"%**%!+#)$%(,%-$.$)#/%,&.0%1&0-$"!

=54==6

=249<6
:;47;6

:=49:6 ::4:56
:547:6 :<47=6

:74886 :94;:6 :243<6 :74576
:947;6 :84:;6

DA

?A

IDA

I?A

EDA

E?A

KDA

K?A

@DA

@?A

GH
IJJI

GH
IJJE

GH
IJJK

GH
IJJ@

GH
IJJ?

GH
IJJB

GH
IJJF

GH
IJJC

GH
IJJJ

GH
EDDD

GH
EDDI

GH
EDDE

GH
EDDK

bF-gure 4c

bF-gure gc
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No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

!1e s-'g/e mos% s-g'-$-3a'% Mo'%a'a %aa 3u% 0as %1e re8u3%-o' o$ bus-'ess eAu-)me'% %aaes -' 1ZZZ9  !1e
Reg-s/a%-.e F-s3a/ N'a/4s% O$$-3e )roHe3%e8 %1a% %1-s s-'g/e b-// 0ou/8 resu/% -' a re8u3%-o' o$ a))roa-ma%e/4
j1`e m-//-o' %o %1e Mo'%a'a Oe'era/ Fu'8 8ur-'g %1e b-e''-um e'8-'g -' 2ee`9  W1-/e %1-s %aa 3u% be'e$-%e8
sma// bus-'esses( %1e b-gges% be'e$-3-ar-es 0ere %1e /arges% 3or)ora%-o's -' %1e s%a%e9

Moreo.er( 8ur-'g %1e bu8ge% 3r-s-s o$ %1e 2ee3 /eg-s/a%-.e sess-o'( %1e maHor re.e'ue b-// o$ %1e /eg-s/a%-.e
sess-o' ra-se8 %aaes o' re'%a/ 3ars( 1o%e/ a33ommo8a%-o's( a'8 %oba33o9  Pu%( -% a/so -'3/u8e8 a 8e$erre8 %aa
3u% $or %1e 0ea/%14( 01-31 re8u3e8 %1e s%a%e 3a)-%a/ ga-'s %aa a'8 -'3ome %aa ra%e9   !1a% %aa 3u% be3ame
e$$e3%-.e -' Da'uar4 o$ 2eeg9  !1e Mo'%a'a Reg-s/a%-.e F-s3a/ W-.-s-o' es%-ma%es %1a% %1e -'3ome %aa re8u3%-o'
0-// 3os% j3g m-//-o' a''ua//49

O$ 3ourse( %1e argume'% -s %1a% )u%%-'g mo'e4 -' 0ea/%14 )o3@e%s s%-mu/a%es -'.es%me'%( 01-31 s%-mu/a%es
e3o'om-3 a3%-.-%4( 01-31 s%-mu/a%es Hobs 3rea%-o'( 01-31 -'3reases e.er4o'eLs -'3ome a'8 mo.es )eo)/e
ou% o$ )o.er%49  Pu% %1e e.-8e'3e 3a//s %1a% s3e'ar-o -'%o Aues%-o'9  Wur-'g %1e 1Zges a'8 1Zies( 01e'
8rama%-3 e3o'om-3 ea)a's-o' 0as see' a3ross -'3ome s%ra%a( %1e %o) $e8era/ -'3ome %aa ra%e 0as as 1-g1 as
Z1l9

1999H  Senate Bill 200 - Business Equipment Tax Cut Top Five Beneficiaries
NSM; 999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 j3(gei(fgf
7o'%-'e'%a/ O-/ 999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 j1(2i1(iZ3
S%o'e 7o'%a-'er 99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 j1(2Z`(3if
Eaao' 999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 jZ1g(ege
7ENEm 999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 jgZ2(f4`

bF-gure ic
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No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

!1e 3urre'% m-'-mum 0age -s jg91g a'8 1as 'o% bee' -'3rease8 s-'3e 1ZZ`9  !1e rea/ bu4-'g )o0er o$ a
)erso' a% %1e m-'-mum 0age -s %1e /o0es% -% 1as bee' s-'3e %1e 1Zges9

bF-gure `c

!1ere 1as bee' -'3reas-'g )o/-%-3a/ )ressure %o ra-se %1e m-'-mum 0age a% %1e 'a%-o'a/ a'8 s%a%e /e.e/9  ;'
%1e 2eeg Mo'%a'a Reg-s/a%ure( %1ere 0ere 'umerous b-// 8ra$% reAues%s $-/e8 %o ra-se %1e m-'-mum 0age9
!1e )ro)osa/ 01-31 emerge8 0as b4 Se'a%or Wa' =arr-'g%o' %o ra-se %1e m-'-mum 0age %o ji91g )er 1our9
!1e )ro)osa/ )asse8 %1e Se'a%e bu% $a-/e8 -' %1e =ouse am-8s% 3o'%ro.ers4 surrou'8-'g a' ame'8me'%
01-31 a//o0e8 a %-) 3re8-% o' %1e b-//9 N s-m-/ar )ro)osa/( 0-%1ou% %1e %-) 3re8-%( 0-// a))ear o' %1e ba//o% -'
No.ember9

N'%--)o.er%4 a3%-.-s%s rea/-Xe %1e -'3rease $a//s $ar s1or% o$ )ro.-8-'g $or %1e bas-3 'ee8s o$ 1ea/%13are(
1ous-'g( $oo8( 1ea% a'8 me8-3-'e9 !1e a8.o3a%e 3ommu'-%4 a/so re3og'-Xes %1a% o'3e %1e m-'-mum 0age
-ssue )asses or $a-/s o' %1e ba//o% -% -s /-@e/4 a 8ea8 -ssue $or some %-me %o 3ome9

Wes)-%e 3o'3er' %1a% %1e -'3rease -s $ar $rom a8eAua%e( 1uma' r-g1%s a'8 /o0 -'3ome a8.o3a%es 1a.e su))or%e8
%1e o'e 8o//ar )er 1our -'3rease9  Ns a )o/-%-3a/ ma%%er( )ub/-3 su))or% $or -'3reas-'g %1e m-'-mum 0age
$a//s o$$ )ro)or%-o'a//4 %o %1e amou'% o$ %1e )ro)ose8 -'3rease9 N8.o3a%es 1a.e su))or%e8 a ji91g m-'-mum
0age be3ause -% re)rese'%s 'ear/4 a 2el -'3rease a'8 0ou/8 ma@e a b-g 8-$$ere'3e -' %1e /-.es o$ )eo)/e
ear'-'g %1e 3urre'% m-'-mum9

How Far is a Minimum Wage Earner from Meeting Basic Human Needs?

;' 2ee1 %1e Ms9 Fou'8a%-o' $or Wome' re/ease8 Raise the Floor: Wages and Policies that Work for All of
Us9  !1e au%1ors )u% %oge%1er a m-'-mum 'ee8s bu8ge% 8e%a-/-'g %1e 3os% o$ mee%-'g bas-3 'ee8s9  !1e

NOW, ABOUT THAT MINIMUM WAGE. . . .
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No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

3a%egor-es -'3/u8e8 0ere 1ous-'g( 1ea/%13are( $oo8( 31-/8 3are( %ra's)or%a%-o'( 3/o%1-'g a'8 )erso'a/ -%ems(
%e/e)1o'es a'8 %aaes9  Po%1 1-g1 a'8 /o0 3os% 3-%-es 0ere eaam-'e89  ;' %1e /o0es% 3os% 3-%4 o$ 7am8e'(
N/abama( %1e au%1ors $ou'8 %1a% a m-'-mum 'ee8s bu8ge% $or a s-'g/e )erso' /-.-'g a/o'e -s j13(2if )er
4ear9  N )erso' ear'-'g m-'-mum 0age o$ jg91g )er 1our 0or@-'g 4e 1ours )er 0ee@ 0-// br-'g -' j1e(`12
)er 4ear9  !1a' mea's %1a% %1e s-'g/e m-'-mum 0age 0or@er( 0-%1 'o 8e)e'8e'%s( 0or@-'g $u//-%-me $a//s
a/mos% 24l s1or% o$ mee%-'g %1e-r bas-3 1uma' 'ee8s -' %1e /o0es% 3os% areas -' %1e 3ou'%r49

bF-gure fc

;' Mo'%a'a( %1e /-.-'g 0age $or a s-'g/e a8u/% -s 3a/3u/a%e8 a% jZ9e` )er 1our9  N /-.-'g 0age $or a s-'g/e
a8u/% 0-%1 %0o 31-/8re' -s es%-ma%e8 %o be j1f94i )er 1our9  4el o$ a// Hob o)e'-'gs a''ua//4 -' Mo'%a'a
)a4 /ess %1a' jZ9e`( a'8 fel o$ a// Hob o)e'-'gs )a4 /ess %1a' j1f94i9`

Dus% 01o are %1ese )eo)/e 0or@-'g -' /o0-0age Hobs bu'8er jZ9ee )er 1ourcE   Mos% 0or@ers -' /o0-0age
Hobs are a8u/%s( 0-%1 o'/4 `l 'a%-o'a//4 be-'g %ee'agers9  iel o$ /o0 0age 0or@ers are 0ome'9  3el o$
%1e e'%-re $ema/e 0or@$or3e -s -' /o0-0age Hobs9  4el 1a.e 3om)/e%e8 1-g1 s31oo/( a'8 3fl 1a.e some
)os% se3o'8ar4 e8u3a%-o'9f

 ;% -s -m)or%a'% %o 'o%e( 1o0e.er( %1a% more %1a' o'e %1-r8 o$ )r-me-age m-'-mum 0age 0or@ers b2g %o g4c
are o$%e' %ra))e8 -' %1ese /o0 0age Hobs9  !1e 7e'%er $or E3o'om-3 a'8 Po/-34 >esear31 re)or%s %1a% %1ese
0or@ers ge% s%u3@ -' /o0 0age Hobs $or as /o'g as %1ree 4ears( )ar%-3u/ar/4 -' %-mes o$ 1-g1 u'em)/o4me'%9
!1e same s%u84 $ou'8 %1a% %1ese 0or@ers( o' a.erage( su))/-e8 ifl o$ %1e-r %o%a/ $am-/4 -'3ome9
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No $ea''()))*hat *ou'. /esus 1o2 *ea'th3 4a5es an. the Minimum *age

4he ;o'ic( =nstitute an. the Montana >uman $ights Network

=ere -' Mo'%a'a a))roa-ma%e/4 22(eee 0or@ers 0-// be 8-re3%/4 a$$e3%e8 b4 a' -'3rease -' %1e m-'-mum
0age %o ji91g a' 1our9  N88-%-o'a//4 %1e E3o'om-3 Po/-34 ;'s%-%u%e )roHe3%s %1a% a'o%1er 22(eee 0or@ers
01o ear' more %1a' %1e s%a%u%or4 m-'-mum o$ ji91g bu% s%-// res-8e a% %1e bo%%om o$ %1e s3a/e o$ a.erage )a4
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