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2017 Legislative Overview

The 2016 election brought with it
a tidal wave of uncertainty,
unease, and most importantly,
resistance. Shortly after the
unforeseeable electoral
performance of Donald Trump,
the nation saw a surge in
progressive activism. With
millions marching and countless
signing up to run for office, the
resistance was healthy and ready
to get to work.

Riding on the coattails of
Trump's popularity, Montana
Republicans maintained their
majority in the House (59-41) and
increased their majority in the
Senate (32-18). Given the partisan
makeup of both legislative
chambers, human rights issues
faced steep terrain at the
legislature.
Despite our uphill battle at the
legislature, the Montana Human
Rights Network (MHRN)
continued to advocate for
progressive policies and fight
against those that threaten the
rights of Montanans. With the
help of our many partner
organizations, steadfast
supporters, and incredible
volunteers, we made progressive
change on the state-wide level.

We pushed to include sexual
orientation, gender identity, and
gender expression as protected
classes in the Human Rights Act.
Together, we all made over 600
calls in opposition to a dangerous
bill that threatened the dignity
and safety of transgender and
gender non-conforming
Montanans, ultimately defeating
the bill. Equipped with signs, 30
of our members took direct
action in opposition of antiMuslim legislation in the House
Gallery. Together, we stood for
working Montanans and passed a
state earned income tax credit.
We opposed attacks on Montana
gun safety legislation that would
have weakened protections that
keep our communities secure.
We advocated for economic
justice and called for fully
funding state programs that keep
our communities safe and
healthy. Without the help of our
partners, members, and
volunteers, our job during the
2017 Legislative Session would
have been an impossible task.
Looking towards the future, the
65th Session has taught us
valuable lessons. We learned that
only together will we achieve
victories to protect Montanans’
human

rights. We saw the power of
personal testimony and lived
experience on legislative
decisions, and we confirmed the
importance of building diverse
coalitions to advocate for
inclusive policy. Most
importantly, it is clear that we
must continue our
resistance. Each day we must
work to promote policies that
recognize, respect, and fulfill
every Montanan's human rights.
In Solidarity,
MHRN Staff
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Key Legislation

SB 97 – Prohibit the application
of foreign law in state courts
Sen. Keith Regier, R-Kalispell
Oppose
Sold as a re-commitment to
constitutional rights, this bill was
a thinly veiled attack against
Montana’s Muslim population. It
is part of the growing antiMuslim movement in the
country. Montana hate groups
are perpetuating fear of refugees
and immigrants.
House Vote: 56-43, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 27-21, 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor
SJ 15 – Resolution opposing a
proposed Montana Supreme
Court rule
Sen. David Howard, R-Park City
Oppose
This resolution opposed a rule
that would make it professional
misconduct for attorneys to
discriminate based upon one’s
race, sex, disability, age, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or
socioeconomic status.
House Vote: 59-41 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 32-18 3rd Reading
Status: Sent to the Supreme
Court.

HB 280 – Allow Legislators to
conceal carry handguns on
state property
Rep. Randy Brodehl, R-Kalispell
Oppose
This bill would allow legislators
and some legislative staff to
conceal carry handguns in the
Montana State Capitol Building.
House Vote: 53-47 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 33-17 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor
HB 385 – Provide for the
Montana School Safety Act
Rep. Seth Berglee, R-Joliet
Oppose
This bill would have allowed
teachers with concealed carry
permits to carry on school
grounds.
House Vote: 43-57 2nd Reading
Status: Died on 2nd Reading in
House
HB 391 – Provide for Montana
earned income tax credit
Rep. Tom Jacobson, D-Great
Falls
Support
This bill will establish a state
Earned Income Tax Credit for
working Montanans while also
boosting Montana’s economy
House Vote: 61-39, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 28-22, 3rd Reading
Status: Signed by the Governor

HB 611 – Generally revise state
laws related to immigration
and refugees
Rep. Derek Skees, R-Kalispell
Oppose
This bill would have made it
illegal for sanctuary cities and
towns to ignore requests from
federal Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents to
detain people who have been
arrested and are believed to be
in the country illegally.
House Vote: 59-41, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 29-20, Motion
Status: Died in Process (since
this bill failed to meet the
deadline for transmittal, it
required a 2/3 (33) vote to be
heard in the Senate)
HB 595 – Constitutional
amendment to define person
Rep. Derek Skees, R-Kalispell
Oppose
This bill was a constitutional
amendment to define a “person”
as beginning at the stage of
fertilization or conception. A
well-known anti-abortion bill, it
required 2/3 of both chambers
for passage.
House Vote: 58-42, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 30-20, 3rd Reading
Status: Failed to gain 2/3
majority in both chambers
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Key Legislation

SB 282 – Revise abortion laws
concerning viable fetus
Rep. Albert Olszewski, RKalispell
Oppose
This bill would have banned
abortion after 24 weeks of
pregnancy with no exception for
rape, incest, or the wellbeing of
the mother.
House Vote: 60-40, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 32-18, 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor
SB 329 – Adopt the Montana
Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act
Rep. Keith Regier, R-Kalispell
Oppose
This bill would have banned
abortion past 20 weeks. It highly
criminalized doctors, and
permitted disclosure of the
identity of the mother.
House Vote: 61-39, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 32-18, 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor

HB 246 – Revise handgun laws
pertaining to federal property
Rep. Brodehl, R-Kalispell
Oppose
This bill would have allowed
people to carry a fire arm on
United States Postal Service
property.
House Vote: 60-39, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 32-17, 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor
HB 262 – Generally revise
concealed carry regulations for
legal gun owners
Rep. Bill Harris, R-Winnett
Oppose
This bill would have removed
the requirement to apply for a
permit and complete training to
carry a concealed weapon.
House Vote: 60-39, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 31-18, 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor
HB 2 - General Appropriations
Bill
Rep. Nancy Ballance
Oppose
This is the bill that funds all
state programs. This year, state
agencies saw alarming budget
cuts.
House Vote: 58-41, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 29-20, 3rd Reading
Status: Signed by Governor

SB 319 – Allow individuals to
wear traditional regalia,
objects of culture significance
Sen. Jenn Gross, D-Billings
Support
This bill would allow further the
state’s recognition of the distinct
and unique cultural heritage of
American Indians by allowing
them to wear objects of cultural
significance at public events.
House Vote: 67-33, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 38-12, 3rd Reading
Status: Signed by Governor
SB 305 – Specifying how
election to fill U.S.
representative vacancy will be
conducted
Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick, R-Great
Falls
Support
This bill would have allowed
county clerk and recorders to
conduct an all-mail election to
fill the vacancy for Montana’s
at-large Congressional District.
House Vote: 51-49, Blast Motion
Senate Vote: 37-13, 3rd Reading
Status: Died in Process (failed to
get 60 votes to be heard on the
floor after being blasted)
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Key Legislation
HB 417 – Generally revise laws
related to non-discrimination
Rep. Kelly McCarthy, D-Billings
Support
This bill would have added
sexual orientation, gender
identity, and gender expression
to the Montana Human Rights
Act, creating protections from
discrimination in public
accommodations, housing, and
employment.
House Vote: 43-55, Blast Motion
Status: Failed in Blast Motion

SB 295 - Require federalism
training for some state
employees
Sen. Jennifer Fielder, RThompson Falls
Oppose
The bill required a ‘federalsim’
training for legislative service
employees that relied on antigovernment militia ideas
obsessed with the 10th
amendment, states’ rights,
sovereignty and nullification of
federal laws.
House Vote: 56-44, 3rd Reading
Senate Vote: 30-20, 3rd Reading
Status: Vetoed by Governor

Definitions
Committee- Legislative sub-groups that meet during the session to hold public hearings on specific areas of legislation;
i.e. House Appropriations Committee, Senate Finance and Claims Committee
Died in Committee- Bill failed to gain enough votes to pass out of a committee to be heard on the floor
2nd Reading- First time a bill is debated and voted for in a legislative chamber
3rd Reading- Last time a bill is voted on by a full chamber
Blast Motion- A bill that has failed in committee can be “blasted” on the floor for debate; takes 60 votes in the House
and 26 in the Senate to move to 2nd reading
Tabled in Committee- The committee hearing a bill has two options. It can pass the bill out of committee or table the
bill. Tabling a bill signals that a majority of the committee does not support the bill.

After the 2016 Election, we had tons of newly engaged activists ready
to help advocate for progressive policy. For one of our volunteers,
Rebecca, this was her first time engaging in local politics.
"This was my first legislative session living in Helena, and after the
2016 election I knew I needed to become more engaged in local
politics. I attended MHRN's lobby day and learned how to contact
local legislators and organize to make legislative change.
Volunteering with the MHRN phone banks helped me reach out to
others that were looking for ways to make a difference." -Rebecca
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“This has to be less
about politics and
more about
people,” she said.
“This has to be
about the people
really impacted by
this
discrimination.”
In her first trip to the Legislature, Kathleen O’Donnell shares her story of workplace
and housing discrimination with the House Judiciary Committee. In her testimony,
Kathleen urged the committee to look past the politics of the issue and look at the
people it effect.

-Kathleen
O'Donnell

The Montana Human Rights Act
The Network has led the efforts
for LGBTQ+ equality at the
Montana Legislature for many
sessions. Each session we
support a bill that would add
sexual orientation, gender
identity, and gender expression
to the Montana Human Rights
Act, creating protections from
discrimination in public
accommodations, housing,
employment, and more.

This session, we were proud to
stand alongside 26 other
organizations and individuals as
they shared personal stories and
offered testimony on why this

bill was so significant. One such
person was Kathleen O’Donnell.
Kathleen shared her story of
being denied housing and the
realities of discrimination. “This
has to be less about politics and
more about people,” she said.
“This has to be about the people
really impacted by this
discrimination.”
Despite the passionate
testimony, the bill was tabled in
the House Judiciary Committee
on an 8-11 party line vote. The
bill’s sponsor Rep. Kelly
McCarthy, D-Billings, attempted
to “blast” the bill onto the State

House floor for debate. Two
Republicans – Geraldine Custer,
R-Forsyth and Jon Knokey, RBozeman – joined all Democrats
in voting in favor of the bill.
Unfortunately, the Republican
majority of opposing votes in the
House caused the the blast
motion to fail, 43-55.
Regardless of the outcome, we
are proud to stand with the entire
LGBTQ community to make sure
that all Montanans have access to
the protections they need to take
care of themselves and their
families.
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Preserving Safety and Dignity
This session presented several
attacks against the LGBTQ+
population. HB 609, sponsored by
Rep. Karl Glimm, R-Kila, also
known as the Montana Locker
Room Privacy Act, was yet
another attempt by the far-right,
to use fear-mongering in an
attack against LGBTQ+ people.
HB 609 would have required a
person to use a locker room or
bathroom in a government
building or public school that
corresponds to the individual’s
biological sex as designated by

their original birth certificate.
HB 609 placed sole enforcement
responsibility on city, county,
and state governments and
would have created immense
financial and logistical burden.
HB 609 was a blatant attack
against LGBTQ people and their
right to work, live, travel and
raise their families with safety
and dignity. The bill mirrored
similar bills around the country,
most notably the controversial
HB 2 in North Carolina.

The bill was tabled in the House
Judiciary Committee on an 11-7
bipartisan vote. Representatives
Casey Knudsen, Dale Mortensen,
and Kirk Wagoner joined all the
Democrats on the committee in
voting “no”. Representative
Lola Sheldon-Galloway abstained
from the vote.

MHRN staff and volunteers helped organize over 600 people to make calls opposing HB
609.

MONTANA HUMAN
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Senate Votes
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House Votes
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Next Steps
1. Thank the legislators who stood with MHRN and supported LGBTQ+ rights,
resisted attacks against our transgender friends, defended immigration, and
opposed radical gun legislation. Send them a letter, write an email, or give them a
call.
2. Hold legislators with poor scores accountable. Write a letter to the editor of your
local paper and ask them to explain their voting record.
3. Support the MT Human Rights Network. You can help us continue our work by
making a donation or volunteering your time. You can do so at www.mhrn.org
4. Vote for candidates who support human rights for all Montanans.

MHRN's History
In response to white supremacist organizing in Montana in the late 1980s, local groups formed to
counter hate activity in their communities. In June of 1990, activists from these groups came
together to discuss effective strategies for statewide activity countering bigotry. The result was a
commitment to form the Montana Human Rights Network. Over the years, as hate groups have
appealed to the "hot-button" social issues of the mainstream, the Network has expanded its
program to counter the efforts of the militias, freemen and other "patriots," anti-Indian groups, antienvironmental activists, and the religious right in Montana.

MHRN's Mission
To promote democratic values such as pluralism, equality and justice; challenge bigotry and
intolerance; and organize communities to speak out in support of democratic principles and
institutions.
To challenge hate groups and other extremists who use violence and intimidation as tools for
political activism.

