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Background

Coming out of the 2012 elections, human rights issues faced an uphill battle
the legislature. An animmigrant ballot measure (-F21) had passed by a
large margin, and the makeup of the legislature did not foster confidence in
progressive policy victories.

The 2013 legislative session in Montana had split control of power, with De-
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the state House and state Senate. While Republicans held a smaller margin i
the Senate (221), the House GOP held a super majority36L Democrats
made gains in both chambers during the 2013 General Election compared to
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office (Steve Bullock), Secretary of State (Linda McCulloch), State Auditor
(Monica Lindeen), and Superintendent of Public Instruction (Denise Juneau);
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The party divide was not, however, the division that made the largest waves ¢
the session. The division amongst the Republican Party was the bigger story.
While much of the Republican Party continued to move further right, a fractior
broke off in favor of more moderate economic policies and some social issue:
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‘ 2 E ' ¥4 The Human Rights Network is a multi

- 7/ issue organization that lobbied for and
against numerous bills during the 2013
| legislative session. Many bills on a variety
of human rights issues were introduced in
) the legislature, but very few made it out
| of the committee in which they were ini-
'« tially heard. Two notable bills the Net-

= work supported that died in committee

Linda Gryczan speaks at the signing of SRyere HB 370 and HB 481. House Bill 370
107. Gryczan was the plaintiff against the nght to abolish the death penalty and

state when the deviant sexual law was fo S )
unconstitutional in 1997. The law remaingéplace it with life without parole. It was

on the books until 2013.




sponsored in the House by Rep. Doug KaifgillRgs), with cesponsorship by
Rep. Margaret MacDonald {Billings), Sen. Dave Wanzenried\i3soula),

and Sen. Matt Rosendale-(Rendive). House Bill 481 was sponsored by Rep.
Edith McClafferty (BButte) and would have added sexual orientation and gen-
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rights law.

Many important bills that deserved a vote by the full legislature were not givelr
the opportunity by committees. Some of these committees, like House Judici
ary, were stacked with conservative legislators that, not only opposed good

policy, but refused to allow the issues to undergo the full democratic process.

The following voting record displays how Montana legislators voted on numer
ous bills on which the Montana Human Rights Network advocated for or
against during the session.

Terms Used in Voting Record
Tabling a Bill:The committee hearing a
bill generally takes one of two actions.

chamber (the House or Senate), or it cap
table the legislation. Tabling signals thaff
majority of the committee does not sup-

port the bill.

Blasting a Bill:Just because a bill is tablg ——
in committee does not mean it is dead. S
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the floor. This motion is to take a bill fro speaks for Medicaid expansion.

a committee and bring it to the floor for debate. A blast motion in the House
requires 60 votes to pass, while in the Senate it only takes a simple majority.

Summary of Bills

Support
Healthcare Access Bills

The Montana Legislature missed multiple opportunities to expand healthcare
access for 70,000 lower y O2 YS a2y il ylyad [ SIAaft



Medicaid eligibility to people at or below 138% of the poverty level ($26,000/
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dollars for three years, after which the state would pay a small portion (10% b
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security to rural hospitals and clinics, and been an economic stimulus for our
state.

HB5904daSRAOFAR 9ELI YyaA2YE

Rep. Chuck Hunter (Blelena)
Advocates attempted to blast the bill out of the House Human Services
Committee where it had been tabled. While the motion received a
simplemajority Gain 0= A0 FFAf SR (2 NBIF OK
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Sen. David Wanzenried (Missoula)
This bill was transmitted to the House after a narrow passage in the
Senate (284) that included all Democratic Senators and four key
Republicans: Taylor Brown (Billings), Ed Buttrey (Great Falls), Jim
Peterson (Buffalo), and Bruce Tutvedt (Kalispell). The House failed to
pass the legislation (491) and thus failed to expand access to health-
care for tens of thousands of Montanans.

LGBT Equality Bills

The Network has led the efforts for LGBT equality at the Montana Legislature
for many sessions. The momentum and energy of Network members who ha
recently engaged in two successful local fscrimination ordinance
campaigns carried into the session, and Montana passed the first two LGBT
legislative victories in 2013.

_______Photo: Bobbie Zenker
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Sen. Tom Facey {Missoula)

Although a 1997 Montana Supreme Court ruling called it unconstitu-
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relationships remained on the books. The repeal bill passed the Senate
(38-11), was tabled by the House Judiciary Committee, but was success
fully blasted to the House floor, and eventually passed the full House (6
-35). The Network proudly coordinated this effort to pass the LGBT
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Sen. Alan Olson (Roundup)
WSPAASR GKS RSTFAYAGAZ2Y 27F aLI NIy
member assault to include sansex relationships. The bill was-co
sponsored by Sen. Christine KaufmansH@ena) and Sen. Cliff Larsen
(D-Missoula) and was a substantial victory for the Montana Coalition
Against Sexual and Domestic Violence. The bill passed the Sen&éle (44
and the House (580) and was signed into law by the Governor.

American Indian Rights Bills

The Network plays a supporting role to the American Indian Caucus in its ef-

forts to strengthen Native rights in the state. This role has included repealing

English as the only official language in the state and resolutions supporting tt
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People.
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Rep. Carolyn Peadeopez (BBIllings)

Successfully strengthened tribal sovereignty
and the governmento-government relation-
ship between the state and tribes. It requirg
the state document it considered guiding
principles when a policy has a direct tribal
implication. The principles include: a com
ment to cooperation and collaboration; mu-
tual understanding and respect; regular an(
communication; a process of accountabilit
and preservation of the tribadtate relation-
ship. It passed the House (8pand Senate
(30-18) and was signed into law.

Rep. Carolyn Peadmpez




Other Bills
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Rep. Frosty Calf Boss RibsHleart Butte)
This resolution urged Congress to reauthorize the Violence Against
Women Act. The Act addresses the needs of victims of domestic
violence, sexual assault, and stalking. First enacted in 1994, the
reauthorization extended provisions to protect LGBT persons, Native
Americans living on reservations, and undocumented individuals who ar
victims of domestic violence. The Montana House passed the resolutior
(70-28), and the following day the US Congress reauthorized the Act. Tt
Senate Judiciary Committee tabled the Montana resolution.

Oppose

Anti-Immigrant Bills

Rep. David Howard not
only carried anti
immigrant legislation,
but supported
ChckFil-A for their
anti-gay stance.

There were a few bills aimed| |
at demonizing, harassing, an| | j
penalizing new immigrants to
Montana. Rep. David
Howard (RPark City) spon-
sored two measures, continu*
ing his trend of targeting the immigrant community. Back in 2011, he
sponsored the referendum that became-ILR1 that appeared on the 2012
General Election ballot.

HB50-6t NP KAOGAG {IyOldz NB /AGASaAE
Rep. David Howard {Rark City)
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ing to cities passing such ordinances, and encouraged lawsuits to be filé
against them. The bill passed the House36)and Senate (281).
However, Governor Bullock vetoed it for undermining the ability of local
law enforcement to set priorities to address the needs in their commu-
nity.
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Rep. David Howard {Rark City)
Made hiring an undocumented worker a crime under Montana law. The
bill passed the House (687) and Senate (221). However, it was ve-
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Anti-Gay Bills

HB239a! WGSAE 9R k. ly [D. ¢ 5Aa0dzAanz
Rep. Cary Smith (Rillings)

Limited student access to sexuality

education classes to only those who}s

parents submitted written consent. F
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response to the Helena School Distri#
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ing any discussion of positive LGBT f§
role models in literature, history, or |
health enhancement curricula. The
Network stood with the Reproductivd 2§
Rights Coalition in opposition to the | MHRN
bill, as well as with the Montana with the Montana press
Library Association, which believed it

would lead to banning or restricting books depicting any LGBT charac-
ters. The bill passed the House {66) and Senate (282). Governor
Bullock vetoed it, saying it intruded on the constitutional authority of the
Board of Public Education and local school boards.

Anti-D2 OSNY YSY (i Gt GNR2GE . Af f

Numerous bills touted traditional beliefs of the a@i2z S NY YSy & & L.
movement. One hot and confusing topic of the session was coordination, the
new term for county supremacy. Supporters like Rep. Kerry White (R
Bozeman) claim county commissioners can demand that federal agencies wc
with them to implement local plans for federal public lands. There is no basis
FSRSNIE 16 F2NI AO0O22NRAYIFGA2Y dé ¢
cord.

HB290-¢ WdzNE b dzZf €t AFAOIF A2y €

wS LI WS NIMNBluntbi@BaBsh € o w
t NEY2GSR da2dzNE ydzZ t AFAOF A2y ¢ ¢
judge the law when reaching verdicts. In essence, it encourages jurors
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set defendants free regardless W 5 (RHelena) again

evidence to the contrary. The brought a bill
group most closely associated (HI7) enC%Ufag
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Association, infamously sup-
ported a white supremacist

e

tions, an idea
popular amongst
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trial for murdering a civil rights activists.

activist, saying jurors should
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Reading in the House (32).

HB3034{ KSNAFFQa CANERIGE

Rep. Krayton Kerns ¢(Raurel)
Promoted the supremacy of the county sheriff. Since the 1970s, white
supremacistandanfl 2 SNy YSy i 3INRdzLJa KI @S
sheriff to fight off any perceived encroachment by federal institutions,
especially when it comes to income taxes, firearm regulations, and
environmental protection. The bill required federal agents to get written
permission from the sheriff before taking any action in a county and
Ottt SR 2y GKS O2dzyide IGd2NySe G2
failed Third Reading in the House {&3).

Anti-Reproductive Rights Bills

Many bills tried to undermine the reproductive freedom of women, in addition
to restricting the rights of young people. As an active member in the Montan:e
Reproductive Rights Coalition, the Network opposed these bills. The followin
is used in the voting record:

HB391-42 S 1Sy ! 0O0Saa (2 ! 02NIA2YE
Rep. Gerry Bennett (Ribby)

Required a minor under the age of 18 to get notarized parental consent

before obtaining an abortion. The bill passed the Housed®7and

Senate (3€20) and was allowed to become law. Governor Bullock

announced he let the bill become law to nullify an identical referendum

also sponsored by Bennett. Instead of having the referendum appear or
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challenged immediately in court.



Gun Bills

Numerous bills tried to erode
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and arm the populace in the nam?
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of antirgovernment sentiment.

The bills were often a tool to not
only increase access to weapon
but to further a rightwing, anti

government agenda. For a morg
detailed examination of the con-
ySOGAz2y
and antigovernment movements
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for Respectability: Firearms, Fals
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(right) of the Montana Shooting Sports Ass-

gflgtioq\yygrlf_fggq\tﬂﬁr at the legislature to

pass bills promoting more access to weapos.
A2

Patriots, and Politics in Montana.

HB240a Ddzya 2Y
Rep. Cary
Allowed college students to

/I Y Liza ¢
Smith (Rillings)
openly carry weapons on campus. While it

passed the House (639) and Senate (282), Governor Steve Bullock
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Rep. Krayton Kerns (Raurel)
Made it illegal for Montana peace officers to enforce any federal law
banning semautomatic weapons. The bhill passed the House3bpand

Senate (28 m 0 X
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Rep. Krayton Kerns (Raurel)
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by allowing almost anyone to carry a concealed weapon without a per-
mit. The bill passed the House (88) and Senate (309), but Governor
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HB358642 SI1Sy /2yO0SIHtSR 2SI LRya [
Rep. Krayton Kerns (Raurel)

Allowed concealed weapon permit holders to carry firearms in banks,

government buildings, restaurants, and places that serve alcohol. The b

failed Second Reading in the House-$£3.

SB216GDdzya Ay GKS /I LIAG2T ¢

Sen. Verdell Jackson {Ralispell)
Allowed legislators with permits to carry concealed weapons in the
Capitol. The bill failed Second Reading in the Senat2421

Other Bills
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Rep. Ted Washburn (Bozeman)
Eliminated samealay voter registration, making it more difficult to
exercise the right to vote. Santlay voter registration allowed more
than 8,000 Montanans to vote in the 2012 General Election. It is fre-
qguently used by seniors, students, American Indians, andriocame
people. The bill passed the House-@#) and Senate (291), but
Governor Bullock vetoed the measure.



